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DECLARATION 
OF THE 
COMMITTEE of the ESTATES 


OF THE 


Parlamenr of Scotland, | 


TO THE 


HonorableHou ſesof theParliament, | 
and to all their 


BRETHREN of ENGLAND: 
CONCERNING 
| The Neceſſitie, Grounds, and Ends, of their 


| ENGAGEMENT: 


li | | 
+ And@f the Return of the Scots Army into 


£14 | TIGLAND: 
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of Drelerativn of the Commintee of the 


"Eftates of the Parliament of Scat- 
land, e. | 


Fter ſo long continuance of the fad Catami- 
ties that have almoſt waſted theſe three King- 
Mn doms,and the uninterrupted endeavors of thi 

__ Nation tohaveall the Cauſes of themre- 
moved; Ve cannot poſſibly expreſs with whar grief 
of ſoul we find them fill more likely tobe increaſed 
then diminiſhed; neither did any part of our former 
ſufferings more deeply affli& us then again tobe neceſ- 
fitatgd to Expreſſions and Actions, that by ſome will 
Father be Iookt upon as incentives of new troubles, 
rhen means toquiet and calm the prefenr diſtempers: 
Wherefore we have thought fir tooffer this enſni 
Declaration to the Honorable Houſes of the Parlia- 
ment» and ro our Brethren of England, for ſatisfatt- 
on of all Religious, Loyal and honeſt men, That Hez- 


. venand Earch may bear witr eſs with us of the necefſfi- 


ty of our Engagement and Undertaking at this time, 
and of the candor of our Intentions and Reſoluri- 
ONS. 

After that by the bleſſing of God upon the endea- 
vors of this Natior, and their Armies at home, and in 
England, int vo ſeveral Exqeditions, 4 happy Peace 
was ſerled, Religion and the juſt Liberties of this 
A 2 King- 


04} 

Kingdom eſtabliſhed, « Parliament called in E 
and great ' progres -made towards the- redreſs of 
ievances, and reforming abuſes both in Church and 
R : 1t pleaſed Sod againro call us tonew trouble, 
for the differences beewixt-the King: and Parliament 
being intreaſed 'arrd herghened into a bloody War, 
the many Addreſſes of this Kingdom. to his Mijeſty 
and the two Houſes, for an amicable Eompoſure of 
differences, baving proved fruiclels and ineftetual, 
"and the Parliament reduced ro a low condirion, This 
Kingdom was invited to the affiſtance of rheir Bre- 
'thren, large profeſſions by them were made-of their 
deſires of unity and uniformity in Religion of aneerer 
conjun&ion with this Kingdom, and the dangers were 
fully repreſented rous of a prevailing party in Eng 
land, different from us in Religion and Church-go» 
vernment. , It was then acknowledged that the ſame 
Fate in Religion attended both. And becauſe it way 
'well known chat althouph unhappy differences have 
arifen_ bertwixt his Majeſty and his ſubjeRs in thar 
Kingdom» yet Scotland could never be drawn into a- 
py Aion 2gainft his Majeſty, or that Fideliry and 
SubjeRion which they ow to him and his poſterity ; 
large profeſſions were therfore made bythe twoHouſes 
of their Loyalty to the King,whoſe greatneſs 2nd Ay- 
thority they profeſt they never intended ro diminiſh, 
as may more fully appear inthe ſeveral Declarations ; 
Commiſſioners were fear into this Kingdom» Invita- 
tions renewed, a Treaty made, anda Covenant fo- 
lemnly ſworn and figned for Reformation 2nd defence 
of Religion, the honor and happineſs of tlie King» and 
the 
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'(s) 
the Peace and Safety of the Kingdoms. - _ 
. Thusboth Kingdomes whe, 9 and mutyall y 
engaged,and in purſuance of that Covenant and Trea » 
F an Army.marched into England in the hardeſt ſea- 
on, and both Kingdoms in _— t Declaration 
6 19n, 164 oblived themſelves and decreed never to 
lay down Arms til Truth and Peace, by the bleffing 
6t God, were ſettled in this 1{land upca a firm founds- 


jor, for the preſent and furure generat t0ns; AJ thou h 
we ſhall not mention what ſucceſs rhat Army had, 


what blood they loſt borh in Scot/and and England, 
what hardſhips they endured, and how much this 
Kingdom was thereby impoveriſhed ; Yet we' canrqr 
bur remember, how that by the viency, of 
God upon the joynr Councels and Forces of borh 
Kingdoms, therwo Houſes of P.rliament were reco- 
vered into a condition of making good thoſe' Engage» 
ments : And wirh whar unity both Kingdoms pro- 
ceeded towards the att rining of choſe ende, until chat 
party inche Houſes, who fince have declared rhem+ 


* ſelves /ndependents (who ſeemed moſt forward in en- 


gazing of this Kingdom, and at firſt profeſſed greateſt 
careof our Army) had attained to power: diſcovered 
their intention, ard interrupted all choſe fair Segram 
wings, They created and fomented jealoufies = 
the Scots.and by tkcir influence on theHouſes,caſhered 
all in Ezg/azdby Sea and Land, how eminept, how 
f:irbful ſoever. that they cou!d not confide in: And 
by the ſucceſs of their rew modell'd Army (for the 
moſt part SeRaries) they engroſſed all power milita* 
ry and civil iatorhcir oivn and their creatures _ 
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2dvantagi ard, arid for wirnefling their de- 
Kres.( toy to joyn in theſe, framed by the two, 


Houſcywherethe Independents had got ſuch a power. 
nd. for gh greateſt reſtimonyof our confidence in the 
Tonorable Houfes of Pattianient, (HotwithCanding 
the many injuries and diſcouragements received in 
England,from the then and till prevailing party inthe 
ith Army, andtlieir Aberters, who were grown 
nti-Covenanters, and threatneda diſappointment of 
2ll the ends of the Covenant: ) upon the publique faith 
oftherwo Houſeggiventous, for che preſervation and 

ſafety of His Majeſties ſacred Perſon, and of maki 
joynt addreſſes to His Majeſty for ſetling a ſafe and 
well-prounded Peace, and free acceſs of all imployed 
by this Kingdom to His Majefty: The Armies of 
Scatiand returned from England, and left the King, 
with the Engliſh Commiſſioners. Moſt of our Army 
were immediat}ythereafter disbanded, and no more 
kept on foot, but ſo many as were neceffary for redu- 
cing ſame Scottiſh Rebels and Iriſh SubjeQs of the 
rown of England, (whom by the large Treaty Exg- 
aud was bound to reduce.) We expeced that the 
likecourſe would have been taken for disbanding the 
Armies in. Engl:n4,and none kept on foot» but ſuch as 
were -neceflary for the -Garriſpas and ſafety of the 
Kingdom , (there being then no profeſt enemy in 
arms,) and theſe to have been ſuch as both Kingdoms 
mighr 


| Ty) L 
might hne confided in for affetrion; #6Raibionuny 
Monarctry. W hereunto rhe Honorable Hob(&' of the 
Parliament did effe@&ually apply themſelvesy (a5 up- 
pears bytheir Deetararionof che +8. '0f ly: rep. 
Bur rhe Independant Party w3 as diligent co bande 
ir, firſt,by contrving and procuring a Pecition from 
the Army againt- their disbanding » ' which by vhe 
Houſes was vored mutinous» and the-Abrrroryatt ie 
enemies ro the State. Two lnindtedchoufant{podad 
was provided, and/Commillioners fent downivo rhe 
Army for disbending « » and ergagiog a\confderdbf- 
ſupply for D#laad, vader the command of Generill 
Major Skippen, and Lieutenant Generdl/ ”',& 
banded fixry feven Presbyrerian Officers Jor 
Freliaznd, and gave obcaience tothe Cammatits of the 
Parliament. Bur on a ſudden, the'SeQarics of that 
Army drew themſelves together, entred into afglenih, 
Engagement againſt che Reſolutions of the Parlia- 
mecnmCcathicred all the Prebyterian Officers, whohall 
adhered to the Parliament, or ſubſcribed for Yelang, 
placed SeRaries in their charges, -errefted a-ſupream 
CouncelofApitators,8 thengrewindeedints cot 
| 6 7 . Soon therafteraparty out 

egiments(comandedby a Taylor, a Cornet oftheiry, 
vne Fojce) violently ſerzed on the Perſon of the Kirgp 
andcarryed him from his Honſe 3t Holdexty again 
bis own witl,/and the Proceſtation ofthe Commiſi- 
dners then atrendirg upon him, and oginſt rhe decla- 
red Reſolutions of both Kingdoms. Aind'ithongtyrhis 
Aftionwes at firſt difavowed by the Geners! , yerir 

vppears 86 have been done by fomeundethand'VVat- 


ran; 


CO TIT <E—EOnS. none 
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ranez/ ſtir ede King was got within the Armies 


) 


arters; ſirang guards placed abour him :. And when 
& Houſes choughe fie, to command the Army not ro 
came withio thirty miles ot Lonaeny, and ro Vote His 
Majeſtics GIS Richmond : They by threatning 
meſſage forced therecalling of theſe Yorcs-and carrye 
the King along wich them to Hatfedla,and other places 
at their pleaſure. (2r0 1 bono nm |; 
The Houſes did then juſtly: think it neceſſary to look 
cothe ir own preſervation, leſt they ſhould be ſerved as 


-His.Majeſly was. And upon the 1 1. of June, 1647. 


they appointed a Committee of Safety ro meer with 
the Mititia of Londen,and conſider upon the Prefervat 


-$On the Parliament and Ciry : The great work of 


the Army beingto new-moJel the Parlizmentyas wal 


-as they had done themſelves.aud to ſubducand enflave 


that great and gborious City. ', | 
- In order whereunto. they firſt began with a falſe and 
frivelous, general Charge againſt divers Members of 
phe Houſes eminent for affetion-and Aion in this 
Cauſe, and violeatly preſt their ſulpettfion from rhe 
Houſes. But uppa +lull and free debate, ir was V 0» 
ted +0 beagainſt rhe Law ro ſuſpend any Member: upr 
on a general Charge, without bringipg in and proving 
of particulars. This procedure dil not fit-the Ar- 
mies occaſions; - Therefore ' by ſeveral) ehreatning 
Meſſages, That they. would'tnatch xo Wettmintt ey, 
That -they would- purge - the -Houle 4. and that 


' they - muſt -take, extraordinary Courſes. ' The 
Force the Houſes. to recall +cheir- Votes p 


a Committee of Safety, to disband what For 
wey 


—— "= RES 0 2 9 


a; 26 l 


(9 

they bad drawn togetber under Prexhyteriae GVf- 
cers ; They c the Eleven Members to with» 
draw from their Attendance in the Houſe ; And 
the 4111;4 of Londen at the unanimous defice of the 
Common-C.ouncell, being rchen ferled-in the hands 


of ſuch perſons asthe City might moſt conkide in; 
The Army ro perfeR their D pponthem, en- 
foxced the Houſes to a New 1 of that Mrlwra; 


Having thus in their Power the Perſon of His Ma- 
jeſty,anu baviog overawed the Parliament and City, 
they diſperſe themſelves in the ſevera]l Countics a- 


bour Londen, Lift and raife daily more Forces, 2nd 
reſolve.t0 ſe'tle -Orrather alter aod ſubvert) Religion 
20d Goverment after their own will ;z as13 beld fonh 
in cher Propoſals whicbabey firſt preſenred ro his 
Majeſty, and afterwards {ant to: the Houles; as thee 
which they would bavetbe groundof. Feace. Buc the 
Giry was fo eryaged atthe change of.their Militis, 
that rhe y-come down to. #eftmin Her ro Petiuone- 
a__ z and — XL who — ou 
e Army, the powerfullc uments to periwage) 
came in .mulricudes, and prefſt the grancing of the 
Common-Coureels Pctitons Thus, on: the 24 of 
lah 1647. the. Houſes agaive ſerled the 41s/it19 a5 
formerly; Many in.Loxdon enired imo 20 : 
ment,burt the A1i#is of London quieted all Tumu 
ſerled. orderly Guards, and the next day the Houſe 
of Comwors fate quietly. Yet- it was reſolved 
by that Party, that tbe two Speakers andthe frigpds 
of the Army ſhould flic thither, which they did; the: 
Houſfes.notwithſtanding fare , choſe new Speakers, 
revive 4 the Committee % Safety, and. put 7 ra 
e 
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Sienna Dolvreo] Dikcadnd upon the de fires 


of the: Commifiorers of this Kizgdurny They in- 
vited bw-Mijeſly to cometo Londen, with Kemows, 
Freedoms, and'Saftty, The Army rw togerher, re- 


_ fuſed to owriclie Parliament, de clafed ag: inftthern, 


princed- rbeir 'own,Prepoſals , cryed out 2painſt a 
New Wane; 'Ar@*nthe reare _ they afd their 
friends-iÞar fled re them beir ped by writin) 
toilive kid dic'fogerber; "era up* a oſt ht 
Panſiamentand city 'wdd ſk emedro bv been ina 
rextireſſeto © them,untill(by the endeavours 
of ſome that weit better friends to the SeQaries then 
the Parlkawerit 209 Ciry' ve oo attdicffevto' 
ny ps yr 'OftywaSfurrendred: And 
the $i Qazres bavirg brag the-Speakers, and 
Members that rt Jocks Marched tn" Fraymph 
throvph Zander with! VawiclÞin 1helt Hais+ Sir 7 bo- 
1m6$\'Fairfioxliwsh - made Copraine Genveraltof all 
PagtaadTonfizble ofthe Tower of Denion,and 
Commader ofailtbe Garrifons it Eng lone z He pur 
ont an boneſtfairh fell Ciirer, 2nd put ina SeAa 


Ejevren a. omen wy Fayre fella fre 
of't be {avr ®5)feven' 
Pin pe: eApenebed'6fy Gent ban 1reaſot; 


The Eldveb Members forced to fie , and after a 
rot "ad he debate be'pg often! carried inthe Negative 
(ſoraſeſs Tabeft NYE tewiained) at loft by arhreae-! 
nivg!Docl2r#rich TG the Artny, and the ſword- 
= comming into the Houſe, all C rders paſt in 
retiof theb!d Speakers were repealed, and fore - 
the aQiveft ot the Houfes,the Lord-vayor thee: 
honeſt #1)&mgco., and Kats CommonCouncel- 


lol lors . 
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lars af -Lendeny charged 194 imyrifbnedy; thre Of» 
cers of: the Cityakered, and all upori generdIl A& 
calations tor-leavying'a New Warts: Bur intleed, 
pra neg actin: hodhdebWike cones 
and for detence of the Pcwviledge (ycalthebeing).of 
the Parhamenr, agawft-rhe/violence znd-infolency 
oz this Schiſwarack Ariny. 3 1 Vt Þ ah 
;oT he terry 06:che Parlimentbeing chub deftrog) 
ed by-theix own (ervauts; - cortrary” to rbew: rhacly 
<hons-: The tamous Ct y of Loxaon enil ived 

to. $cRarics ; Aud nor only c(buſe Priv iledges taken 
rom themyg.vb ich by chew tamhwalinke co rhe Par» 
iampent,and with the cxpence of famuichBloodand 
Treaſure, they bad areritd dy bhcieyentbeir anciefit 
Liberties troddets on x arid all «hings governed at 
wefl minfier ard Lexdewn.according ro:. )rders from 
the Court-of Warre, hv ata bya Raignng Spirit 
of j. evelling {;o99002 625, were Or ended fi be over- 
ruled by the new/Supream Councell of 4gitatbrs, 
who had been Souldiers.and now were turned Super- 
lative Commandas.: As the lapþour of the Indeper- 
dext lurto was toCopt the People; aid the Soulde- 
by } «claratioes and Engagetwengs «(which they 
afluon fallified;!} and even to trade with the Papiſts 
(as was informed) ſo they ftudicd to intereſt che 
Kings Party,and cudgelled fome of them ro purpoſe, 
that were moſt obfthOKIOuUs tothe Parliament and ex- 
cepted in the Propoſitions; Bur they 1oon:mani- 
feſted to the World whar their intentions were to 
the King g For after they had mace uſe of detain-. 
ning his Majeſties Perſon. in their Army, an of 
pretending for his intereſt and party , to enable 
them to ſubdue the Parliament and Ciry, That work 


being over, they firſt grew ſeverer to his Party, 


B 2 (except 
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as ſpeh as they ſtill made very good ufe of): 
And then &n — by threacning ro fright him 2- 
way from Haewpton-Courd, The power of the Le- 
vellers wasmuch1alked of, varill- bis. Maje'ty was 
ſure in the Iſle of Wight, and then their Lievre- 
yart-Generall founda meanes tO..quicr' them, [n 
the il. of Wight,they firſt made his Mrjefty pri- 
ſonerwichoutanyknowne Aurboriy, andrhen got 
the. Houſes to.owne:andorder ir 4 and by the pre- 
valefticy of the Independent Party, Yores were paſt; 
making another kinde of new high treaſon To mate 
any-farther. Application 10.the King towrite to him, _ | 
or ts receive Letters from bim, A Severity: greater | 
then is uſuall againſt: MalefaQors. ''And forjuiltify- 
ing of theſe Votes , a Declaration was: publiſhed 
wyh many falſe ſcandals caſt upon bis Majcky. 
Aad: it:is: even; declared , That they wiltpue ro 
more Truſt in him g yea, now weare informed, thar 
by horrid treachery and poyſonendeavours are uſed: 
totake away-his life, & 

And as.that{ndependent Party hath endeavoured 
to ſubver:the begun Reformation of Retigion ; ro- 
deftroythe King and Monatchy ; and 'overhrowche- 
Parliament; and perſecute honeſt men: So it hat 1 
been their ſtudy, even ſince the removeall of the 
Saots' rmy , to breakethe happy Vnion berwixe 
the Kingdomes ; to lay afidethe Covenant ; diſap- 


twixethe Kingdomes. Wee ſhall not need to 
repeat the Jealouſizs they creared and fomented a- 
gzinſt Scqcland, and the Scors Commiſſioners, and + 
our Acmy whilſt it was there z how they with held: 
the maintenance from rhem due by the Treaty, 
that by free Quarters they might growbunbenſame- 
\ and... 


- 
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intall che Ends of it ; and violate all Treaties- © 
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addodious tothe Councrey ; nor need? wo: nawto) 
mentionanyviolationof tic-lage Treaty; concerns: 
ing the remainder of money the by Treaty forous 
Army iin- Heland; or by the hre Freary wpem chic | 
march of eur Army : nor ſhalbwee 'nowinfB iu 
the breach of that Aticte- of the targe-Freary;. byy 
which che Honſcs were obliged ro-purtue;, ralfe; and? 
puniſh the Lriſh -Rebells , Subje@s of the Crowne 
of6-Englend, who folong infeſted us. Ve bavear 
ready declared what breaches they have made ofthe” 
folemne Engagements forthe Kange And: whierour: 
(C aMmiflioners at London demanded ;- whertterrhe* 
Vores againſt all Application torhis Majeſty-did/ 
extend to his Subjes of Scotland, ro debarre fact? 
28. 2r0 warranted by-the Parliament of this King- 
dome,or their Committees, from free acceſſe ro;. 
or.incercourſe with his Majeſty zor that he ſhould 
be-hindered from, and fo made incapable of any: 
AR of Goverument in-relation to: the afftires of 
Scotland... Noanſwerwas then noravyet is returned! 
thereunto, but before that time, nor onely Fich'as 
had warrant for accefſe to him weredebarredthrereof” 
(notwichſtanding of the Eng1gement of che Houſe 
the 29, of anus), . 1647) to the comrary: Bur e- 
ven the Earke of Lautherdatle, a publique Miniſter 
of this Kingdome ; contrary to-that Engagemenr:. 
and rothe Law of Nations. was violently rem-ved: 
by a party of the Army from #ooburne, where his 
> ajeſty-then was, and-nat ſuffered ro have acceile to 
bim ; and though reparation was therein defired by* 
the laſt Commitcee of Eftates yer none was given: 
And although by the cighth Article of rhe Treaty, 


* 1643-k is. agrecd, That go Coſlaion, Pacification,' 
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no 
at 
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nor Agre&ment "ER wharſhever ſhill be made 


byeirher Kiagdome, orche Armies of ether King- 
dome withour the muruaibadvice inieonſen of 
borh Kingdames, (which Engagemeat rhe'K wilfer 
of Parliamear alſo repeated in their Lerrer of che 
27. of [anuary, 1647. to obſerve that Article, atter 
the removall of our Army our of Engldad} yer con- 
trary thercunto, the, SeRaries and their Alltvents 


| framed Propoſals deftrutive 'to! the ewds of 'the 


Covenant , which were preſented to his M:jeſty 
without the advice atid conſent of the Kingdome of 
Scotland , and having cunningly inferred therein, 
ſome thipgs more pleafiog tc tus M'j Ry,rhen the 
Propofirions of both Kingdomes were z ' it wag 
their ſtudy ro perſwade bis M:jeſty in his anſwer ro 
the Propofirions at Hampton Corr, to throw hin» 
ſelfe on the Propoſals. and thereby unſarisfie Dorh' 
his Kingdomes z whbich affoone as the King' hal 
done, they themſelves laid them aftle, and ufed his 
Majeſty 25 we have before expreit, And wherezs the 


| Houſes of Parliament whilſt in liberty .' made it 


their work , firſt ro disband the Army before arty 
application to bee made tn his M3jefty the Inde- 
pendant party having the King within the Quarters 
ot their Army, and the Ciry redaced, preſt vehe- 
mently the ſending of the Propofi ions of borh' 
Kingdoms (whilſt :rhemſelves were faſteſt irinkerting 
with cheir Propoſals.) A ſhort and peremptory day 
was ſet for the delivery of the Propoſitions, withour 
the advice and conſent of the Commisf1 ners of the 
Kingdome of Scotland then at London, and inftrve. 
tions given that if the Scots Commulſsjoners were 
not there at that day , the Propoſitions ſhould 

neverthcleſſe 
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revenbeleſſe bee delivered wicbout themy and as we- 
have'gredt reaſon to beleeve, that it was the ftudy 
oftheSeRariesand'thoſetharwere their iuſtruments 
16 that Treaty: that His! Majeſty ſhould rot ſatis- 
Ge bis Porliatvents Þy- bis antwer; yet upon that 
anfvere by the power and prevalercy of that 
pany ; rhe Parliawent laid ofide rt& Propofi- 


| ic'ns 2gretd-ew' by both-Kingcoms. 'and Þave con- 
| traty to the Treaty, framcd ard prefetned Propofi- 
 # tiors ard Bily ts his Majcſty, againſt which the 
Com misfiotersbftbis Kingdom declared,& there- 
afet by Orderaccordirigtotheir inftruQtions, pro= 
te fied agali A them 1m the Weight, as being de- 
fitRive t6Religion, the Crown and Unionof the 
7 Kirgdomes,as may 2t large be ſeen, in that Printed 
' 3 Anfwer tothe new Plopofitions, which the Partia-/ 
ment here have owned andapproved as the ſenſe of 
this Kirgdome ,.and which we bold as there repea-- 
ted, 

"The Parliament of this Kingdome, taking into 
their confideration, the dangers rhuszhreatning Re- 
ligion, bis Vajeſtiesfacred/Perfon andPoferity, 
ye; Morarchy rd al} Goverr ment :how that by the 
i0j1 tice, vic ler ce, and treachery of the /naependents 
ard their adberenrs4n Parliament and Army,theCo- 

Y veraft was laid aſide, 2llibe ends of it irvſtrated, 
7 loltrarioncommneranced. ard bythe new Propoſi- 
; tions cncEarowed tobe ferled, bis Majeſty impri- 
for ed, and ſvch beigih of infolencies committed a» 
gaii ſt bim, the priviledges, yea the being of the 
} arlaanient ins mat ner deftroyed, andthe foundati- 
ons of it r-zedz; The famous City of Leadon (to 
which this/Nation ard all that are-faithſull in this: 
| | Cauſc, , 
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Cavzle, mult needs acknowtedge To great ubligati- 
oa cr led, its Liborcies wodden/ou, and many 
_ afthe bot af Red ro the Covenart ip Parizamene 


and Cityfor thei fidelity perſecured and driven a- 
way; the Treaties wich, and Engagements to this 
Natonbroken, the publique Faith of Eaglazd, yea 
2lm-ft a]] Lawes divite and humane violated, the 
people of England opprefled with Free-quarter and 
Taxes, apd the union and brotherly corre|ponderce 
berwixcthe Kingdomes much weakened and cndea- 
voured to beraken away. And being very ſcalible 
of che many-injuries and 2ff,onts. to this Nation, 
their Army,and thoſe employed by them, wergbang 
alſo well how fruiclefle al! their endeavours by way 
of Treaties and Meſl -ges. for curing thole evils aud 
removing thoſe diff-rences had proven: and buw 
little regard was bad to our Commisfianers, and 
their endeavours at Loxdoz of late, thought it high 
time to lock to theirown preſervation, and co put 
this Kingdome into a poſture of Armes.. Yec 8 
fore any turcher engagement, they reſolved co try 
i by chethree juſt . peceflary demands of the 26, 
Aprill raade to the Houſes of Parliament, it were 
posſible in an amicable way ro compoſe tbelſe d fle- 
rences, and provide for the {ecuricy of Religion of 
his Majeſty , and of rhe Peace and Union ot the 
Kingdomes;z tothe which had a ſarisf.Qory anſwer 
betn returned, all the i:conveniences that may en- 
ſuc might bave bcen prevented, which we have ſtill 
ſicce that time paticntlyexpected. 

Bur inſtead of ſecurary to Religion according to 
the Covenant agaiaſt the dangers on all bands, 1n- 
ſtead of freeing bis Majeſty from his baſe impri- 
ſonment 
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ſonment, That he may 3.8 to ſome of his hou- 
ſes in or neer Loydon, with Honor, freedome and 
Safety, where both Kingdoms may make their 
applications to him for ſerling Religion, and a 
well grounded Peace ; In ſtead of disbandin 
the Army of Seftaries ( by whoſe Power are 
Tyranny all theſe Evills were come upon us and 
further threaten us ) without taking any notice at 
all of what upon {ſo juſt and neceffary grounds 
we demanded, without any reparation made for 
the many 1njuries done to this Kingdome and 
thoſe emploied by them, or any Antwer to that 
demand made by our Commillioners, whether it 
was1ntended that his Majeſtie ſhould be debarred 
of exerciſing any At of Government in relation” 
to this Kingdom? Or whether Scotſhmen imploi- 
edand allowed by Scetlayd might have free ac- 
celſe to him. In ſtead we ſay of all theſe, we' 
have received three Propoſitions to be preſented 
to his Majeſty, That after his Majeſties Afſent 
thereto, and to ſuch Acts of Parliament as ſhall 
be offered by. both Houfes for Confirmation 
thereof, then both Houſes will treat with his Ma- 
jelty ( without telling him or us where or with 
what, ſecurity to either ) concerning the, future 
ſettlement of the Gove n nent of the Church and 
ſettlement of the Militia and the * reſt of the 
Propoſitions formerly tendred: at ' Hampton-court, 
and a deſire from the Engliſh: Commiſſioners re- 
ſiding. here, for us to prepare ſuch Propoſitions 
as we ſhall judge fit and neceffaty for this King- 
dom, that they may be ſent to his Majeſtie with 
all convenient ſpeed ; they did alſo communicate 
to us ſome Votes of the two Hauſes,and theCom- 
mittee of Eſtates told them, That they could re- 
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tuto no Anſwer till firſt they received ſatisfaQi- 
on tothe demands of the 26, of Aprill. And theſe 
are as little ſatisfied, Religion,the King and King- 
domes as litttle ſecured, and the ſolid grounds of * 
a religious and good Peace, as little provided for 
now as formerly, | 

We ſhall nor much inſiſt upon the particulars 
of theſe three Propoſitions, Our Commiſſioners 
did on ſome ofthem ſo fully expreſs themſelves, 
eſpecially that of the Xili1i« in their late Anſwer 
to the Propoſitions before they went to the Iſle 
of Wight, (which we here hold as repeated) But 
we cannot conceal how very unſatisfaQtory that 
concerning Religion 1s,8& we are ſorryto ſee other 
Intereſts fu io carefully provided for,and ſo little 
Securitie to Religion , which indeed was the 
many and principall cauſe of our engagement in 


 thelate wars. In theſe Propoſitions we ſtill find 


the Covenant omitted, One end of it only men- 
tioned by way of Narrative, and the Propoſitions 
for uniformity according to the Covenant with 
all other the yt 42 of Religion, left to the 
future Treaty. And all that is now defired, is, 
That Presbyteriall Government be confirmed by 
At of Parliament, in ſuch manner as both Hou- 
ſes of Parliament have agreed in ſeverall Ordi- 
nances of Parliament, that is to ſay, &c, The 
Commiſſioners of the Parliament and general! 
Aſſembly of this Ringdome have ſeveral! times 
exprelt their fenſe of theſe Ordinances, which we 
fhall not here repeat , But we doubt this new, &c. 
be of a larger extent, and relates to that impioug 
Toleratipn, ſetled by both Houſes ſo contrary to 
the Covenant, ſodeſtrudtive to the ends of it, and 
for ought we know not yet repealed, Againſt 

| | a the 
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which this Kinzdom had fo fully declared in 
the aforementioned Anſwer to the new Propo- 
tions ; for it was then brought in as a Part of the 
Propofition for ſetling Presbyterial Govern- 
ment, as the way that both the Houſes then a- 
' greed too: And ſeeing the ſame overawing powet 
continues, which firtt brought in that Tolerari- 
on avowedly, we have reaſon toapprehend it.ſtill 
remains; Butit is now covered and rolled up in 
this new, &c. And we have the greater reaſon . 
to be unſatisfied, that Presbyteriall Governement 
is only demanded for three years; And in the 
end ofthe Propoſitions, it 1s profeſt, that the 
Houſes will treat with his Majeſty, concerning 
the future ſettlement of the Government. of the 
Church, without caqyooes bn Covenant as a Rule 
of the Government, or the Propoſitions formerly 
agreed upon by both Kingdomes. But in fuch a 
generall as may overthrow all the Reformation 
eſtabliſhed, and open a doore tov Hierarchy or A- 
narchy, to ——_— Or IRON ANE to 
Toleration, all abjured in our ſolemn Covenant. 
And ſeeingno ſatiſfaQtion is given to the fo 
juſt and neceſſary demands of the Parliament of 
the twenty fixth of Apr, either for Religion or 
the Kings Majeſtiez But that Religion 15 ſtill 
in as mach hazard as ever, the King (ti'] barbar. 
ouſly detained in his baſe impriſonment, And as 
we are credibly informed daily, in danger of his 
] life by Treachery and peiſon. And that A-my of 
SeQaries, (The great cauſe ofall our evils and 
dangers) (till kept up, ſtrengthened, and a great 
part of-it now marched clole tro our Border, 
Though this Kingdome ſtall neve be averſe 
from giving and — mutuall ſatiſfacti- 
2 A on 
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on by Treaty, yet we cannyt agree to thoſe Pro- 
politions, nor jJoyne with thx two Houſes in pre- 
ſenting ofthemto his Majeſty, whilſt neither 
King nor Parliament enjoy their Liberties: 
Wherefore we cannot longer, as unconcerned 
Spectators, be witneſles to the loſſe and ruine of 
all, which by the Oath of God, thar lyes upon us 
in.our Solemne League and Covenant, and by 
many Other obligations we are bound to endea- 
vour to preſerve, Andthe ends being now the 
ſame, for which we were invited, -andin proſe- 
cution whereof welo(t ſo much blood, did under- 
go ſo many hardſhips, and ſo much impoveriſhed 
our own Countrey.. And being ingaged by the 
joynt Declaration of both Kingdowes, never to 
lay down Armes till truth and peace. be ſetled 
in this Iſland, upon a firme foundation for the 
preſent and future Generations, being alſo invi- 
ted thereunto by many of that Kingdome joyned 
in Covenant with us. Our forces are againe in 
England, and in diſcharge of our duties to God, 
our Native King, our own.Country, and our Bre« 
thren in England, we haye undertaken this ſo ne- 
ceſſary engagement, in.proſecution of thoſe juſt, 
pious and loyall ends, to which we are fo ſolemn- 
ly ſworne. And although we have not at all de- 
parted from our goad old principles, and that our 
demands and Jelfes are Contained in our ſeverall 
Declarations, PapErs: and Addrelles this time 
paſt to the Houſes of Parliament, Yet ſeeing by 
the malice of our enemies, many ſcandalous and 
falſe Aſperſions are calt upon us, - our Aﬀttons and 
Intentions traduced, and Jealouſies raiſed in the 
mindes of many good(though too credulous)men, 
both at home and abroad : For ſatisfaction of all 
| that 


I 
that are ſatisfiable, and to witneſle the ſinceri.. 
our intentions ind reſolutions, we ſhall here rc= 
peat our moſt materiall deſires, and the grounds 
of our undertakings. 

And firſt, we declare before God and all 
the world, that we are reſolved ſincerely, really, 
conſtantly to maintaine and preſerve inviolably 
witlr the hazzard of our lives and fortunes, 
"and al] that is deareſt unto us, The Reformation, 
of Religron, in dodrine, worſhip, diſcipline and 
Government, as it is by the mercy of God and His 
Majeſties goodnefle, eftabliſhed by Law amongſt 
us, and neither to ſuffer it by fraud or force to Le 
taken from us,nor yet toendurethe bringing in of 
Epiſcopacy, the Book of Common Prayer, or any 
other of theſe innovations & ſuperſtitions thrown 
cut of this Kirk (as ſome have been ſo impudent 
to aver) andalſo with the ſame ſincerity, reality, 
and conſtancy in our places and callings. tothe ut- 
termoſt of our power, faithfully to endeavor the 
confirming what is already > Aa in the work 
of Reformation, eſtabliſhing the Covenant, and 
attainding all the ends of it in Englandand Ireland, 
particularly Reformation of Religion and unitor- 
mity according to the Covenant. 

2. We do allo declare that we will endeavour 
the Reſcue of His Majeſties perſon from his baſe 
impriſonment, That He may come with Honour, 
Freedome and Safery ro ſome of His own Houſes 
in or near London, that the Parliament of both 
Kingdows may make their applications 10 him 
for obt»iniag His Royall afſent ro ſuch defires 25 
ſhall be by them pretented unto Him for eſtibl:ſh- 
ing Re'igtonas is above expreſt, and ſerling a well 
grounded Peace. That ſa His Majeſty may live in 
the: 
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the ſplendour and glory of His Royall Progeni- 
tours as beſcemeth His Royall place and dignity 


Thar all differences and troubles may end in muru- 
all confidence and rejoycing, The King may enjoy 
the comfort of His Royall Conſort and children 
withorher contentments : And we after fo great 
diſtraQions and long continued ſufferings, may reap 
che bleſſed fruits of Truth and Peace under His 
Government; for however the late procedures of 
this Kingdome may have been miſunderſtood, yer 


God knows that we have never admitted of any 


thoughts ro the prejudice of our Gracious Sove- 
raigne, His Perſon and Government. To whom we 
pray, thatthe Lord will granta long and a happy 
Raigne, And thatthere may not want one of His 
ſeed ro rule over us rightly, and to fit upon His 
Throne while the Sun and Moon endureth. 

3 That the Two Houſes of Parliament may be re- 
ſtored to their Freedome, that all Members who 
have been fairhfull rothis Cauſe, may freely and ea- 
fily atrend cheir charges, That the Parliament be- 
ing maſters of their own Councells and Reſuls, 
They may together with the advice and conſent of 
the Kingdome of Scotland conclude in a Treaty 
with His Majeſty; All other things expedient to a 
thorough ſerrlement. 

4 Thar the City of Zoxd9 which hath expend- 


ed ſomuchin blood and treaſure, may have their} 
former Propoſitions preſented ro the King, at} 


Oxford and Newceſtle preſt as was formerly intend- 
ed. 
5 That the Army of SeRaries under the Com- 


mand of Thomas Lord Fairfax of Cameron be disban-il 
ded, and none imployed either in relation to 
the proſecution of the War in 1reland, or the 


neceſſary 
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neceſſary Gariſons and Forces, but ſuch as have or- 

ſhall rake rhe Covenanr,and are well affeRed to Re- 
ligion and Government, that fo the people of Z»e- 
lend may be eaſed of Taxes, free quarter and other 
ſuch impoſitions under which they haye ſp long 
groaned. 

6 And although the intereſt of Religion, the 
King and Kingdomes, and the ſerling of a ſolid 
Peace, be rhe cauſe of this undertaking, yet we do 
not doubt bur due regard will be had tothe con- 
cernments of Scotland, contained in our fſeverall 
former demands, both in relation to what is due ro 
this Kingdome and their Armies here and in /re/and, 
as alſo whar is neceſſary for the berrer ſafety,union, 
and Government of the Kingdomes. 

We have now expreſt the true grounds arid rea- 
ſons of this engagement, and the ends we propoſe 
to our ſelves, and we do expe that none who will 
not declare themſelves enemtes to God, the King, 
the Parliaments,and Peace of theſe Kingdoms, will 
oppoſe us in this ſo pious, 1o neceffary an under- 
taking, And therefore we hope all jealouſies and 
miſunderſtandings will be laid aſide, and that we 
ſhall meer with a hearty coucurrence borh of all rhe 
SubjeRs of this Kingdome, and of our Brethren of 
England; And wedo declare that it ſhall be our en- 
deayor to prote& in their perfons & goods all of the 


: gen Nation who ſhalljoin in Covenant with us, 
an 


for proſecuting of theſe ends, and thar we will 
do prejudice,nor of violence to none (as farre as we 
are able) bur ſuch as oppoſe us, orthoſe ends above 
mentioned. Particularly we fhall endeavour thar the 
Arrears due to all Souldiers who have ſerved the 
Parl.of Englard in this cauſe(exceprting ſuch as have 
engaged and aberred the Army in their courſes, god 
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acogunts audited, . part c Bog Arte Paid, 4 104 
curity for the reſt, with full indemnity,  . * © *-; 
. And becauſe our Army will be neceſfitated ro, 
live upon the Countrey, untill a regular courſe be 
taken for their maintenance, We do declare, That 
it ſhall be our;care that they carry themſclyes a 
ſoberly.agd be as little burthenſome as is poſliblez, 
and that before we return, we ſhall labor to ſee the. 
Northern Connties ſatisfied for what extraordi- 
nary burthens they ſuſtain. ._ 

To. conclude, we declare before God and the, 
world, That we re{olye by. Gods' afliſtance ip alt* 
our proceedings.never to break on our parts, the 
Union þbetwixt the Kipgdomes, ror to enicroach” 
upon t he-Nationall Rights of the SubjeQs of Zag-" 
land,or to entrench upon their juſt Liberties,huch, 
lefle is it our intention at all to make a Natio-' 
nall engagement againſt the Patliamentand King-' 
dom of. Englepd; But for them whoſe freedame, 
privilgdges, and happineſs ſhall ever be as dear 
tous as our own; And that-our juſt defirts be-' 
ing provided for and ſecured, then immediat! 
our Armyyhall depart the Kingdome of England ; 
and return*peaceably home agaih, whereof wee 
haye twice ajready.given reall Teſtimonies, our 
intentions beipg.ever the ſame with our profeſs 
ens, reſolving ſtill to continue ſtedfaſt in the-pros. | 
ſecution of them, for the accompliſhment where- 
of, we ſhall be ready to ſacrifice both our lives and * 
Fortunes. Yn 

4 gp” Signed,, - RI ths. 
Arch, Primroſe Clit. ! 
FINgS. oY 
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